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From: "Yosef Grodzinsky, Prof." <yosef.grodzinsky@mcgill.ca>
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FYI. Y.

------ Forwarded Message
From: Yosef <yosef.grodzinsky@mcgill.ca>
Date: Wed, 16 Nov 2011 14:52:12 -0500
To: <president@bgu.ac.il>
Subject: Concerning Professor Idan Landau

Dear Professor Carmi,
I am writing to you in a request to reverse your decision to take out 50% of 
Professor Landau’s salary for time served in a military prison. To my knowledge 
(having worked in Israeli universities for nearly 20 years), this decision is 
unprecedented. So, while your legal advisors may have promised that your move is 
defensible in court, it is politically motivated, and extremely dangerous.

A researcher’s job, especially a theoretician such as Landau, is not tied to a 
particular location, as ideas are not necessarily formed in the confines of one’s 
office. Academics all over the world, moreover, engage in financial, cultural, 
social and political activity. Universities accept that, as they understand that 
granting academics this freedom contributes to the general good, even if it 
sometimes come at the expense of work at the specific institution. Your action goes 
against the current in this respect – I am aware of no academic in Israel who has 
ever been formally penalized (financially or otherwise) for going to a demonstration 
on a work day, or for that matter, for writing a book or an essay outside his/her 
discipline, or engaging in business in the private sector while at a university. BGU 
has quite a few examples of this type. I can therefore think of no of explanation to 
your actions other than the obvious, political one.

You should also realize that while legally defensible perhaps, your act sets a 
precedent, in that it launches an extremely dangerous slippery slope: Landau was 
fined for missing a few days on the job due to imprisonment; will your next step be 
to punish academic activists for going to demonstrations? And what will come next? I 
worry that your actions are leading BGU, therefore, on a path that will make it the 
spearhead of Israeli McCarthyism, and steer it away from freedom of thought and 
expression.

Universities have always been safe havens to new ideas. Landau – a top world leader 
in his field – is a prime example of someone who institutions like BGU should pamper 
and promote, for his contributions to his field, and to social action, are huge. The 
punishment you have inflicted on him can only be seen as intended to suffocate him. 
As such, it will most certainly have broader consequences, and will not make BGU a 
place Israel should be proud of.

I strongly recommend that you reverse your actions, and apologize to Professor 
Landau. I trust that you can do so, and at the same time clarify that in reversing 
your decision and apologizing, you are not necessarily condoning his act of civil 
disobedience.

Sincerely,

Yosef Grodzinsky
Professor and Canada Research Chair in Neurolinguistics
Department of Linguistics
McGill University
1085 Dr. Penfield Ave.
Montreal, QC H3A 1A7
CANADA

yosef.grodzinsky@mcgill.ca
http://freud.tau.ac.il/~yosef1
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